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Preface

Christianity and Islam are two great religions lo¢ tworld, each with over a billion followers. Thduthey
have many things in common, practically speakihgre is a wide gulf separating them. One of thenmai
reasons is lack of knowledge and proper understgnofi each other’s view. We need to explore thesibbes
avenues which can bring them together so as tblee@mutually benefit from their common heritage.

One such approach could be for a Muslim to exgiaihis Christian brother that Islam is not an alieligion,

as he might think; it is very much Biblical, in teense that what was taught by all the prophe@oaf (as we
find them in the Bible) is being followed today Muslims. It is the Muslims who are best adheringhe
teachings of Jesus Christ (Peace be upon him)hance they rightly deserve to be called the “talkers

of Jesus Christ”. This is exactly what | want toeey.

I am writing this book, simply an attempt to pugéther certain relevant verses and passages fremikie
which substantiate the Muslim claim that Islamas a new religion, unfamiliar in its outlook anchflamental
doctrines.

THE RELIGION OF GOD ~ ISLAM: IN THE HOLY QURAN & IN THE HOLY BIBLE: It is a great
pleasure for me in printing this presentation a®omklet. This will not only help in erasing various
misconceptions in the Christian mind, but also buipping a Muslim with a proper understand for
communicating with a Christian brother/sister. Niogffrom this humble one; except with the help dBA.

Hazrat Amir'oul Momeneen Muhyi-ud-Din,
Munir Ahmad Azim

25" March 2006.



INTRODUCTION

The reader may be wondering what “Islam” has towdih the Bible, as the Bible is the Holy Book of
Christians and Islam is a different religion altthge. As we shall see, this is a superficial judget

The fact is that there is a great of common grdoetsveen Muslims and Christians - both share mahgfbe
like belief in one God, His Messengers and Prophits Divine Revelation sent to them, the Day of
Judgement, Heaven and Hell etc.

Outside of Christianity, there is no other religidresides Islam, that makes it an article of f&itlbelieve in
Jesus Christ (Peace be upon him) and in God’'saterlto him — the Gospel. Muslims believe thatwas
conceived supernaturally without a human fathed, #wat he performed great miracles, like giving lib the
dead and healing the blind and the lepers, by Gpokger. Muslims also believe in his second comifegus
and his mother Mary (peace be upon them) are higisiyected and revered in Islam.

With this orientation, let us proceed to examinéhldslam and Christianity in the Bible. The subjedli be
treated under the following titles:

ISLAM

(1) The Name “ISLAM”: Its origin and meaning
(2) The concept of “ISLAM” in the Bible.

(3) The practice of “ISLAM” in the Bible.
CHRISTIANITY

(4) The name “CHRISTIANITY” — Its origin and meaugin
(5) The practice and meaning of “CHRISTIANITY” ihd Bible.

THE HOLY PROPHET MOHAMMAD (P.B.U.H) IN THE HOLY BIB LE

MOHAMMAD — PROPHESIED BY JESUS (PEACE BE UPON THEM)



ISLAM
1. THE NAME ISLAM: ITS ORIGIN AND MEANING

When a person is born, he is given a name. Byrthise he is recognized and identified. As a prootie
name there would be some valid document. In theesaay, to validate the name of a religion we shooiddk
for two things:

(i) The identity certificate, i.e., is that realtg valid name? If so, where it is recorded?
(if) The certifying certificate.

“Islam” is the original name of this religion reved by God. It is recorded in the Holy Book of tsla- the
Quran:

“The [only true] religion (way of life) in the sight of God is Islam”. (Chapter 3: Verse 20)

“If anyone desires a religion other than Islam, neer will it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafterhe
shall be among the losers.(Chapter 3: Verse 86)

A person who practices ‘Islam’ is a Muslim. The tréetters S — | — M occur in the two related wonadghe
Arabic language. Arabic is a sister language toreleb(of the Old Testament) and a sister language to
Aramaic, spoken by Jesus (p.b.u.h)

Who is the certifying authority?

Is the name ‘Islam’ given by Muslims themselvesdprArabs, or by other people, or by Prophet Mohachma
(p.b.u.h)? Or, has the name itself acquired the@eisa the course of time? The answer is that thmesa
‘Islam’ and ‘Muslim’ are given by none other thawdHimself.

“This day have | perfected your religion for you, @mpleted My favour upon you, and have chosen for
you Islam as your religion”. (Chapter 5: verse 4)

This is one of the reasons why “Mohammedan” isaroficceptable term in place of “Muslim”, even thoug
Muslims are the followers of Mohammad (p.b.u.h).wghould anyone call them ‘Mohammedans’, when they
already have their name ‘Muslim’?

The name “Islam” is not just a word for identificat; as, for example, “fish”; a sea animal with teer
features is recognized as “fish”, but the word Hfistself” by itself does not carry any functionadeaning.
This is not the case with the word “Islam”. It istjust a name for identification. It also carrte essence of
the religion’s outlook and objectives.

It has two elements of meaning:

a) Submission to the will of the One and Only God, Tinee God.
b) Peace (the same root as in ‘As-Salam Alaikum’, nmggipeace be upon you’)

In fact, these two meanings are not separate fiawh ether; they are interrelated. Thus, the fultesaning of
Islam is the attainment of peace through submissidhe will of the One True God.



2. THE CONCEPT OF ‘ISLAM’ IN THE BIBLE’
Do we find the word “Islam” in the Bible? We do rfotd it as a term, for which there are three maimsons:

1) Itis an Arabic word, and the Bible in our hanéisEnglish translation of Ancient Greek and Hebrew.

2) “Islam” is a translatable word. Since it bears soneaning, it leads itself to translation.

3) Many religions of today, being identified by mearisiames ending with “ism” and “ity”, did not exist
during Biblical times. There was either the religiof obeying the One and Only God, or there were
idolatry people who were either believers in thee@od, or they were pagans or heathens.

Obviously, when we want to look for the word “Isfam the Bible, we have to look for its translatesaning
only.

a) “SUBMISSION TO THE WILL OF THE ONE TRUE GOD”

What does “submission” mean here? It means totdlience, loving and willing. In the Biblical ternoilogy,
it means ‘keeping the commandments’, or ‘doingwiieof God’. We find these phrases in many placethe
Bible, both in the Old Testament and New TestamBme. following are a few examples:

1) In the Old Testament, we read about what Godires| of His people:

“So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God negaf you? Only to fear the Lord your God, to walkall
His ways, to love Him, to serve the Lord your Goidhvall your heart and with all your soul, and ek the
commandments of the Lord your God, and His dectbas,| am commanding you this day for your ownlwel
being”. (Deuteronomy 10: 12-13)

These verses clearly state that God requires tlenviag:

1. To fear Him

2. To walk in all His ways

3. To love Him

4. To serve Him with heart and soul.
5. To keep His commandments

One phrase encompassing all the above points galTLoving, and Willing submission to Him”. Ther@bic
term, “ISLAM”, has just this meaning.

If God is fair and just, He will not require somiettp from the Israelites and something else fromAhabs or
the Americans or the Indians or the Filipinos. B&iod for all people in the world; He is the Creatball. It
is evident, therefore, that God wants man to baingtbut “Muslim” to Him.

2) Not only this, God wants man to be “Muslim” teetcore, to be Muslim every moment of time, anth¢o
Muslim wherever he is, as we read the following otandment:

“Hear O Israel: The Lord Our God is One Lord. Ydals have the Lord your God with all your heartfiwall
your soul, with all your might. Keep these wordattham commanding you today in your heart. Rettigan

to your children and talk about them when you drkecane and when you are away, when you lie down and
when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hanxdithigm as a frontlet on your forehead, and writartlon

the doorposts of your house and on your gates’ut@enomy 6: 4-9)



The same message was proclaimed by the other Rsopih®od. Examples:

3) David, charged his son Solomon, saying: “I arouatio go the way of all the earth”, he said. “®ostrong,
show yourself a man, and observe what the Lord @ud requires: walk in His ways, and keep His desre
and commands, His laws and requirements as wiittéme Law of Moses, so that you may prosper iryall
do and wherever you go”. (1 Kings 2, V.2-3)

4) Solomon, addressing the congregation of Isfaelso that all the people of the earth may knbwat tthe
Lord is God; there is no other. Therefore devotergelf completely to the Lord our God, walking imsistatus
and keeping His commandments, as at this day”ingsk8, V.60-61)

5) Samuel, addressing the people: “If you fearlibel, and serve and obey Him, and do not rebelnag&iis
commands, and if both you and the king who reigres gou follow the Lord your God. Good! But if yalo
not obey the Lord, and if you rebel against His owands, His hand will be against you ...” “But beesto
fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all yoleart; ...” (I Samuel, Ch. 12, V. 14-15 & 24)

6) Joshua, in his farewell address: “And Joshud &athe people, ‘“You are witnesses against youesethat
you have chosen the Lord, to serve Him”. And thaig s“We are witness ....The people said to Josfumeg
Lord our God we will serve, and Him we will obeyJoshua Ch.24, V. 22, 24)

In the New Testament, we find Jesus (p.b.u.h) iagctihe same, to keep the commandments, and tbedo t
will of God, i.e., to submit to the will of God. Brples:

7) Eternal life through submission to God’s commaridhen someone came to him and said,” Teacheat wh
good deed must | do to have eternal life? And he sahim, “why do you ask me about what is good?”
“There is only one who is good. If you wish to entdo life, keep the commandments”. (Matthew 1916/
17)

8) The kingdom of heaven through submission towiieof God: “Not everyone who says to me, “Lord,
Lord”, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but onlg lwho does the will of my father who is in heaven.
(Matthew Ch. 7, V. 21)

9) Even the word “submit” is used: “Submit yoursbiérefore to God”. (James Ch.4 V. 7)

10) How beautifully Jesus (p.b.u.h) declared hstatnic’ Mission: “My food is to do the will of Hinwho sent
me and to complete His work”. (John 4:34)

11) How humbly Jesus (p.b.u.h) showed his submis&icGod! : “I can do nothing on my own, as | hdar,
judge; and my judgement is just, because | seadotaot my own will, but the will of Him who sent the
(John 5:30)

12) Jesus (p.b.u.h) recognized Muslims as his bretand sisters: “For whoever does the will of @ér in
heaven, is my brother and sister and mother”. (hMatt12:50)



b) “PEACE”

Peace is used in a comprehensive sense — peaceheit@ireator, peace of mind, peace at heart, pi@ace
society, etc. This element of meaning of ‘Islamedmot seem to occur so frequently as does thteofirs
following are some of the verses which are sugges this translation.

1. “The fruit of righteousness will be peace; tHee& of righteousness will be quietness and canfok
forever”. (Isaiah 32:17)

Righteousness is the result of keeping the commantifDeuteronomy 6:25). And peace is the result of
righteousness. ‘Peace’ is the meaning of ‘ISLAM’tive sense of eternal quietness, confidence, &undt
assurance, i.e., salvation.

2. "“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to ylodo not give to you as the world gives. Do ndtyleur
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afréidihn 14:27)

Jesus (p.b.u.h) was talking about the ‘Peace’:

- The peace, that was his peace.

- The peace, that he was passing over to others.
- The peace, that was not worldly peace.

- The peace, that was to comfort the heart.

- The peace, that was to remove fear.

The “peace” to which Jesus (p.b.u.h) referred hees, not a worldly peace; it was the one whichdilked his
food and mission, as we have read in John (4:3d)ptssessed it and wanted to pass it on to othhevas to
remove the fear of damnation, and was to comferhigart for life eternal.

This peace is “ISLAM".
3. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they willdied the children of God”. (Matthew 5:9)

Here Jesus (p.b.u.h) seems to be referring to thdse submit themselves to God (MUSLIMS) as
“peacemakers”, who as a result are called ‘childse@®od’, meaning the people of God, or the pedped

by God. God certainly loves the people who keepddimmandments and submit themselves to His will, as
stated in the Ten Commandments:

“But showing steadfast Love to thousands of thoke Wove Me and keep My commandments (EXodus
20:6)

The above expression in Matthew 5:9 is comparabkbat in the psalms: “Blessed is the man who fdas
Lord, who finds great delight in His commands (Fsall12:1). “Blessed are all who fear the Lord, wiadks
in his ways”. (Psalms 128:1)

Based on the above discussion, one may be wondering
How is it, that all the Prophets of God were teaghtislam”, even Jesus (p.b.u.h)? Were they, i, fac
‘MUSLIMS?

The answer is “YES”. ‘Islam’ was the religion ofl dhe Prophets, including Jesus (p.b.u.h). Theie tr
followers were also ‘Muslims’. This is what we Mumss believe.



The fact is that:

(2) Islam is not a new religion, which was foundedtarted by Prophet Mohammad (p.b.u.h).

(2) The term ‘Muslim’ goes back much further thanfmmad (p.b.u.h).

(3) Prophet Mohammad’s (p.b.u.h) role was simplyptetion of the original message, fulfilment of the
original religion, and presentation of the finalire@ and permanent guidance to mankind, as revéalbdn
from God.

The Quran tells usSay (O Muslims) ‘we believe in God, and the revel#on given to us, and to Abraham,
and Ismaél, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Tribesnd that given to Moses and Jesus, and that given to
(all) Prophets from their Lord; we make no distincion between any of them; and we bow to God (in
Islam)”. (Quran 2:137)

“The same religion has He established for you as &h He enjoined upon Noah — that which We revealed
to thee — that We enjoined upon Abraham, Moses, andesus, that you should remain steadfast in
religion and make no divisions therein”.(Quran 42:14)

“Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but hewas a strict Muslim” (Quran 3:68)

These points will become clearer as we proceed.

3. THE PRACTICE OF ‘ISLAM’ IN THE BIBLE

If it is granted that ‘Islam’ is not a new religioand that all the Prophets of God, even Jesusu(p)band their
true followers weréMUSLIMS” ; then a question arises as to whether Islamietsefind practices are also
found in the Bible. Let us take a look.

a) THE ISLAMIC CREED

Islam teaches pure monotheism. The most fundamieelief in Islam is the Oneness of God, with natper’

or sharer in His Divinity and Lordship. Without shbelief there is no Islam. The Islamic creed igregsed in
a simple but highly meaningful statement: “Therents deity except the One True God (“Allah”), and
Mohammad (p.b.u.h) is Messenger of God”.

A person, who has a firm belief in this statemeng ‘Muslim’. This statement of creed comprises parts:

(1) The first part concerns the Divinity, Authoritgnd Sovereignty of the One and Only God; thatldee is
the Creator, the Sustainer, the Saviour, the Redeeand the Deity; and there is none else.

(2) The second part concerns the channel of congation between the Creator and mankind — known as
“Prophethood”. A Muslim has to believe in the Measger of God and follow his teachings, because hlees
only way to God.

We said earlier that Islam was the religion oftlad Prophets of God. If such is the case, therstaaic creed
before Mohammad (p.b.u.h) should include both:

1. The belief in the One True God, that none istimoof worship except Him,
2. The belief in the current Messenger of God,as @f the institution of Prophethood.



() THE BELIEF IN THE ONE TRUE GOD FOUND IN THE BIB LE

This belief means pure monotheism, which remairislass been throughout history. Examples:

The first of the Ten Commandments:

(2) “I am the Lord your God ... You shall have nber gods besides Me. You shall not make for ydiiese
idol in the form of anything in heaven above ortbe earth beneath or in the waters below. You stwlbow

down to them or worship them”. (Exodus 20: 2-5)

(2) “... all the people of the earth may know tthegt Lord is God and that there is no other”.
(I King 8:60)

(3) “Acknowledge and take to heart this day tha tlord is God in heaven above and on the earthabelo
There is no other”. (Deuteronomy 4:39)

(4) “... and believe Me and understand that | amB#fore me no God was formed, nor shall therenyeadter
me. I, | am the Lord, and besides me there is wmgH. (Isaiah 43: 10, 11)

(5) “... There is no other God beside Me, a justl@nd a Saviour; there is no one besides Me. Tulte, and
be saved, all the ends of the earth! For | am @ad, there is no other. To Me every knee shall bowery
tongue shall swear”. (Isaiah 45:21-23)

(6) “...  am God, and there is no other, | am Gatj there is no one like Me”. (Isaiah 46:9)

(7) Jesus (p.b.u.h) also said the same: “.... Tdrd bur God, the Lord is One; ...” (Mark 12:29)

(i) THE BELIEF IN THE MESSENGER OF GOD FOUND IN TH E BIBLE

This belief has varied with time as to the spedadrfidividual manifesting prophethood. Thus, at timeet of
Moses (p.b.u.h) the creed would read: “and Mos&éeissenger of God”.

And after the advent of Jesus (p.b.u.h) it would“bBed Jesus is Messenger of God”.

This implies that one should have belief in all grevious Messengers of God, as well as belighéncurrent
Messenger.

Moses (p.b.u.h) declared the word of God to hipfeedso he was the Messenger of God, or the Meddto
God'’s will. He said to his people:

“| stood between the Lord and you to declare to tymuword of the Lord ...” (Deuteronomy 5:5)

And the people answered Moses (p.b.u.h): “Thenutelvhatever the Lord our God tells you. We wikéin
and obey”. (Deuteronomy 5:27).

The declaration of the will of God started with trst commandment: “I am the Lord your God; yowalkh
have no other God before me”. (Deuteronomy 5:6-7).

From the above statement in the Bible, we get larhic Creed”: “There is no deity except the OnetGod,
and Moses is Messenger of God”. Jesus (p.b.watgdsthe complete Islamic creed in a single serteénd
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this is eternal life, that they may know You, th@yotrue God and Jesus Christ, whom You have séhvhn
17:3)

What does this verse convey to us? It tells us ¢baxtnal life, i.e., salvation, depends on theofeihg two
things:

(@) To know the only true God: Here the word ‘knal@es not mean passive knowledge; it is somethioig m
than this. It implies:

(i) To know that He is the only one worthy of woigsbr He is the only deity.
(i) To know that He is the only Saviour and Redegnand
(iii) To accept Him to be the only one worthy of msbip, and to reject all others who are worshipped.

Mere knowledge is of no use. Satan/Lucifer alsonk@d when he was cursed and rejected becauses of hi
refusal to obey God.

“Do you believe that there is only one God? Godakk @emons also and tremble with fear”. (James 2:19)

(b) To know Jesus Christ as the Messenger of Gqdias that only his teachings should be followed,
exclusive of other ideologies. The verse (John )1@&aB, therefore, be paraphrased to read in a weaflgl to
the present Islamic creed: “There is no deity ektep one true God, and Jesus Christ is Messelfigaod'.
Another example of the ‘Islamic’ creed: “..... tipeophet Elijah came near and said, ‘O Lord, God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known thigttiat you are God in Israel, that | am your setyvand that |
have done all these things at your command”. (IgKifh8:36)

We can paraphrase this as: “There is no deity éxbepne true God, and Elijah is Messenger of God”

b) ISLAMIC PRAYERS/ACTS OF WORSHIP/DEVOTION

Muslims pray and worship God in a way similar tattbf earlier prophets of God. We find glimpsegto$
fact in the Bible as follows:

(i) Bowing and prostrating on the ground:
(a) Jesus (p.b.u.h): “Going a little farther, hiévieth his face to the ground and prayed”. (Matth26:39)
(b) Moses (p.b.u.h): “And Moses bowed to the groand worshipped”. (Exodus 34:8)

(c) Moses and Aaron (p.b.u.t): “Then Moses and Aavent away from the assembly to the entranceef th
tent of meeting and fell on their faces ...” (Numg20:6)

(d) Abraham’s servant: “When Abraham’s servant tigdeir words, he bowed himself to the ground
before the Lord”. (Genesis 24:52)

(e) Joshua (p.b.u.h): “And Joshua fell on his faactne earth and worshipped”. (Joshua 5:14)

(f) Ezra and the people: “Then they bowed theirdseand worshiped the Lord with their faces to the
ground”. (Nehemiah 8:6)
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(i) Reciting in the five times daily prayers, whatuld be called, the Lord’s Prayer of Muslims (tpening
chapter of the Quran). Compare this with what J@sisu.h) is reported to have taught. (Matthew13)

Islamic Prayer (in the Quran) G¢nian Prayer (in the Bible)
(Part — 1: Praising the Lord and remembering His atributes)

In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Our Fathein heaven, hallowed be
Merciful. All praise be to God, the Lord of your name. Your kingdom come. Your
the worlds, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Will bedone on earth as it is in heaven.

Master of the Day of Judgement.
(Part — 2: Seeking His help)

Thee only do we worship, and thine aid Give us thiday our daily bread. And
only we seek. forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors.

(Part — 3: Supplicating for guidance)

Guide us to the straight path, the path of And led us not into temptation, but
those whom thou hast favoured, and those deliveisifrom evil. For the kingdom
whose (portion) is not wrath, and who go and thegwer and the glory are yours
not astray. Ameen. for ever. Amen.

(iif) Praying from dawn to evening, as mentionedPsalms (113:3): “From the rising of the sun tositing,
the name of the Lord is to be praised”. (Psalms3)13

(iv) Offering prayers at specified times of day, g Peter and John, the disciples of Jesus (p)p.which
was the equivalent of the Muslim’s afternoon (Agrayer: “One day Peter and John were going up €o th
temple at the hour of prayer at three o’clock ia #fternoon”. (Acts: 3:1).

(V) Supplicating, with hands raised:

i.  Solomon (p.b.u.h): “... he rose from before therattf the Lord, where he had been kneeling with his
hands spread out toward heaven”. (I Kings 8:54)

i. Ezra and the people: “Then Ezra blessed the Ldwel,great God, and all of the people answered.
‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands”. (Nehemiah63:

(vi) Making ablution before offering prayers: “aiMbses and Aaron and his sons used it to wash hiagids
and their feet. They washed whenever they entdredent of meeting or approached the alter, ad tinéd
commanded Moses”. (Exodus 40: 31, 32)

(vii) Taking off shoes at entering the place ofyera as God commanded Moses (p.b.u.h): “Then He sai
‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your fieetthe place where you are standing is holy gdjun
(Exodus 3:5)

“Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandatmni your feet, for the place where you are standrply
ground’.” (Acts 7:33)

“The commander of the Lord’s army replied, ‘Také ydur sandals, for the place where you are standin
holy’. And Joshua did so”. (Joshua 5:15)
11



(viii) Referring to the temple of God ‘the houseprayer’ ['Masjid’ in Arabic], as Jesus (p.b.u.hyid
“He said to them, ‘It is written, my house shalldaled a house of prayer’.” (Matthew 21:13)

(ix) Following the lunar calendar: “From one nevoam to another, and from one Sabbath to anotHdtesi
shall come to worship before Me’, says the LordSaigh 66:23)

(x) Fasting is a form of worship in Islam. It isligatory for a Muslim to keep a fast for one whaotenth
(called Ramadan) of the year as an exercise in @wad§ ad renewing righteous awareness and actsosJ
(p.b.u.h) fasted for forty days (Matthew 4:2), atmbut those who allow themselves to sharpen tlesirel for
food and water (i.e. fast), he said:

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righseess for they will be filled”. (Matthew 5:6)

His teachings on fasting (Matthew 6:16) is ‘Islami&nd whenever you fast, do not look dismal, likiee
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so astow others that they are fasting”.

(xi) Charity is another obligatory act of worship in Islam,ledl‘Zakaat’ (Biblical term: ‘tithe’). The laws
concerning this are mentioned in (Leviticus 27:3)-3Jesus (p.b.u.h) reminded them of the spiritirizkit,
which is exactly the teaching of Islam.

“ Beware of practicing your piety before othersonaler to be seen by them; for then you have noneivam
your father in heaven ... But when you give alntsndt your left hand know what your right hand and)”,
(Matthew 6:1,3)

(xii) Pilgrimage: The Bible mentions that at a @ahosen by God, people should come and glorifyndime.

“But you are to seek the place the Lord your Golll eioose from among all your tribes to put his eaimere
for his dwelling. To that place you must go; théreng your burnt offerings and sacrifices ... Therethe
presence of the Lord your God, you and your famiball eat and shall rejoice in everything youehput
your hand to, because the Lord your God has blega&d (Deuteronomy 12:5-7)

When Prophet Mohammad (p.b.u.h) came, he carriedh@iinstruction. Muslims go to Mecca — a plage [
‘the wilderness of Paran’ as the Bible puts it, j€s&s 21) blessed by God, where Prophet Abrahawu(p)
built a house of prayer, or a ‘House of God’, [‘Bdlah’ in Arabic, and ‘Bethel’ in Hebrew (Genes5s: 15,
28:18) — to glorify God.

“... it shall come, that | will gather all natioasd tongues ; and they shall come, and see my’glory
(Isaiah 66:18)

During the pilgrimage, Muslims ritually drink watétom a well called ‘Zamzam’. This was the well rimo
which Hagar had collected water for her thirsty smaél (p.b.u.h):

“Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well dfrw@he went and filled the skin of water, and gédnee
boy a drink”. (Genesis 21:19)
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c) SOME ISLAMIC PRACTICES AS SEEN IN THE BIBLE

() Muslims do not eat pork. The Bible prohibitdieg pork. “The pig, for even though it has dividedofs,
and is cleft-footed, it does not chew the cud. i@t flesh you shall not eat, and their carcassesshall not
touch; they are unclean for you”. (Leviticus 11,7/2®uteronomy 14:8)

Those who eat the flesh of pigs are referred t&by as: “rebellious people, who walks in ways nobdy
pursuing their own imaginations”. (Isaiah 65:1-4)

Muslims do not eat the meat of an animal found deadn animal torn up by wild beasts. These piitibits
are found in the Bible.

“You shall not eat anything that dies of itselfDguteronomy 14:21)
“You are to be my holy people, so do not eat thatroéan animal torn by wild beasts;” (Exodus 22:31
(if) Muslims keep away from whoredom and wine. Bible gives the reason.

- “Whoredom and wine and new wine take away theewstdnding ... A spirit of prostitution leads thastray,
they are unfaithful to God”. (Hosea 4:11,12)

- “Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, andoeter is led astray by it is not wise”. (Proverbsl2

- “And the Lord spoke to Aaron: ‘Drink no wine drang drink, neither you nor your sons, when yoteethe
tent of meeting, that you may not die; it is awairever throughout your generations”. (Levitidiis8-9)

- “Do not be among winebibbers or among gluttoreesabf meat; for the drunkard and the glutton woline to
poverty, and drowsiness will clothe them with rag®roverbs 23:20, 21)

- “Do not look at the wine when it is red, whersgtarkles in the cup and goes down smoothly. Atdkeit
bites like a serpent and stings like an adder”\(enos 23:31, 32)

(iif) Muslims are prohibited from participating usury (interest on money). The Bible commands thus:
“If you lend money to any of my people, to the paonong you, you shall not deal with them as a toedi
you shall not exact interest from them”. (Exodus282

(iv) Muslim men are circumcised. Jesus himself siasumcised (Luke 2:21), and so were Abraham (phb.u
and all the Israelite prophets and the faithfulidaumen.

(v) Dress code for women: A Muslim woman is regdite dress modestly. Nuns dress themselves in a
Muslim way. The Bible says that Rebecca, prophsdad’s wife to be, was covering herself with a:Veil so
she took her veil and covered herself”. (Genesi634

According to the New Testament, a woman not cogetfire head in public worship is considered disdtdce
“For if a woman will not veil herself, then she sia cut off her hair, but if it is disgraceful farwoman to
have her hair cut off or to be shaved, she shoelana veil”.

(1 Corinthians 11:6)

Another Islamic dress regulation is seen in thdeBibA woman shall not wear a man’s apparel, nallsh
man put on a woman’'s garment; for whoever does ghaoigs is abhorrent to the Lord your God”.
(Deuteronomy 22:5)
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(vi) Muslims greet each other by sayit@ssalamu Alaikum? which means ‘Peace be upon you'. The Bible
gives us evidence that this was the practice afsJgsb.u.h): “... Jesus came and stood among #mehsaid,
‘Peace be with you™. (John 20:19, 21, 26 — Luke3B}

In fact, Jesus (p.b.u.h) instructed his disciplesen he was sending them on a mission, that theyldhuse
this greeting when they enter a house. This idsdarmic’ teaching.

“As you enter a house, greet it (say ‘Peace be yothi). If the house is worthy let your peace coapen it;
but if it is not worthy, let your peace return towy. (Matthew 10:12-13).

(vii) Muslims frequently use the phrase “Insha Allawhich means ‘God willing’ or ‘if God wills’. Weind
this instruction in the Bible: “why, you do not evknow what will happen tomorrow. What is your fif&¥ou
are a mist that appears for a little while and thamishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is lthed’s will, we
will live and do this or that”. (James 4:14, 15)

We wonder how many of these practices are obsdyyechristians today. Then who can better be cadtieel
followers of Jesus Christ — the Muslims, who ardl-skown for these practices, or those who calhtselves
Christians?

Thus, it is clear that what Muslims do is not sdmred new or strange, as it may seem to Christibos,s
Biblical. It is also clear that ‘Islam’ was the iggbn of all the Prophets of God. Islam was verycimihe
religion of Jesus (a.s).

Not only this, the continuity of the Abrahamic faitill Mohammad (p.b.u.h) is also seen in the Biatewe

find prophecies, both in the Old and the New Testats) about the coming of Prophet Mohammad (p.p.u.h
This matter is a topic by itself and needs a fod aeparate discussion.
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CHRISTIANITY
4. THE NAME ‘CHRISTIANITY' — ITS ORIGIN AND MEANING

We will see that ‘Christianity’ as it is now knowis, not the teaching of Jesus (p.b.u.h). In faaishfins are
closer to the teaching of Jesus (p.b.u.h) in theirefs and practices than the ‘Christians’. Muslirfeel that
their love for God and love for Jesus (p.b.u.lggsamuch their right as it is for Christians. Onestmemember
that no person can be a Muslim, unless he believdssus (p.b.u.h). Both should benefit from itisTis the
reason why the teachings of Jesus (p.b.u.h) ne=ziadmttention.

We shall proceed now to see ‘Christianity’ in thiblB.

(@) The name ‘Christianity’ — Is it really a valhme? If so, where is it recorded? In other wondgre is its
identity certificate?

(b) Who has given the name? Or, who is the ceniifyauthority?

The name ‘Christian’ was used for the first timeAintioch, as we read in the Bible: “Then Barnab&ntito
Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found hienbrought him to Antioch. So it was that for amire
year they met with the church and taught a greatynpeeople, and it was in Antioch that the discipheye
first called ‘Christians’.” (Acts 11: 25-26)

Who gave this name? Neither God nor Jesus (p.b.u.h)
We can mention the following points concerning laene ‘Christianity’:

1) The name does not bear the authority from Gddoon Jesus (p.b.u.h).

2) It was given by Jews and Pagans in Antioch tfainithe then Roman Empire), i.e., by foes rathan by
friends.

3) The name was given after Jesus (p.b.u.h) hathisfworld.

4) The name was first used derogatorily, as detexchby the historians.

One may contend: ‘But what's in a name? Does theengaeally matter?’ This may or may not be valid
objection, but for the sake of argument, let uxcpeal to explicate its meaning.

The word ‘CHRISTIANITY’ does not carry a functionaleaning unlike the word ‘ISLAM'. It is a word for
identification, derived from ‘Christ’ (as Buddhistmok its name from Buddha). Then the next questonld
be: ‘What is the definition of ‘Christianity’? Nowe run into a problem.

- One may say that a Christian is one who beli@vekesus Christ (p.b.u.h). We Muslims also believhim
(it is an article of faith for Muslims to believie him). So, we can also be called ‘Christian’ big gtandard.

- One may say that a Christian is one who follokes teachings of Jesus Christ (p.b.u.h). We Mustlasn
that we follow him more than those who call themssIChristians. If so, then we are better “Chnistia

- One may say that a Christian is one who worshgssis Christ (p.b.u.h). But we cannot accept gfisigion.
Why? Simply because Jesus (p.b.u.h) never claitheda God, and you must worship me”; or “you wititer
the kingdom of heaven if you believe in my bloodrgace”. We have no evidence that even once diditter
any such statement. Jesus (p.b.u.h) certainly woatchave used vague language to explain such astdl
highly important a matter, or leave it to the p&xplown imagination and interpretation. In factstimatter of

15



the nature of Jesus (p.b.u.h) and his ‘divinitythe product of speculation on the part of latdnuich fathers”
and theologians.

Then what was Jesus (p.b.u.h) teaching? What veaggskence of his mission? We shall be discussiag th
point in more detalil.

5. THE PRACTICE AND MEANING OF ‘CHRISTIANITY’ IN TH E BIBLE

The word ‘Christianity’ is not found anywhere inettGospels. In the other books of the New Testament
‘Christian’ is mentioned only a few times (Acts 26; Acts 26:28, 1 Peter 4:16). This is understalajab
because the term was coined much later, when {edus.h) had left this world.

THE TWO PROFILES OF CHRIST:-
ONE PROFILE:

(1) is of a historical Jesus (p.b.u.h).

(2) that existed during the life time of Jesus (o).

(3) that was original.

(4) which Jesus himself preached and practiced.

(5) that invites to pure monotheism.

(6) that is in line with the teachings of all thephets of God.

(7) that is simple, clear, and logical.

(8) that is authentic.

(9) that originated in the Revelation from Godte Messenger of God (Jesus).
(10) that has the authority of Jesus, the master.

THE OTHER PROFILE:

1. is of a mythical, interpreted Jesus.

2. that was formulated after his departure from wnorid.

3. that gradually evolved.

4. which is contrary to his teachings and practices

5. that is influenced by Greco-Roman mythology philosophy

6. that is in line with NONE of the Prophets of God

7. that is mysterious, tenuous, and illogical.

8. that is contrived.

9. that originated in the vision of an enemy — &akr apostle of Jesus.
10. that has the authority of St. Paul, the seffeamted disciple.

Such differences between the teaching of Jesusi(p)and the teaching of the church have createlolgms
for the common man to understand the true God-tegigaligion, and have resulted in confusion anaffloz.
No wonder there are so many disagreeing pointsest within the Christian world itself, each denoation
claiming to be on the correct path.

Let us look into the teachings, found in each eftthio versions of Christianity.

16



(A) THE PERSON OF CHRIST AND HIS TEACHINGS:

For a proper understanding of the teachings ofslgsb.u.h), it is important to examine who he wasyhat
capacity he taught, and what his mission was. Hs&vars are given by Jesus (p.b.u.h) himself agdedan
the ‘Gospel’ writing of the New Testament:

SON OF MAN: Jesus (p.b.u.h) referred to himself as “son of’man

“So Jesus said, ‘when you have lifted up the somah, then you will realize that | am he, and thdb
nothing on my own ... (John 8:28)

“for the son of man came to seek out and to sawdodt”. (Luke 19:10)

A MAN: “but now you are trying to kill me, a man who hakl you the truth that | heard from God”. (John
8:40)

A PROPHET OF GOD: He presented himself as a Prophet of God and aséviger of God, and a
representative of the Kingdom of heaven. He alwayited people to follow him in that capacity only:

“Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day, | must lbenoy way, because it is impossible for a prophebdo
killed outside of Jerusalem”. (Luke 13:33)

- “But Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not withbanour, except in his hometown, and among his kwwn
and in his own house’.” (Mark 6:4)

People did recognize him as a Prophet of God.

“The crowds answered, ‘This is Jesus, the Propbet Nazareth in Galilee’.” (Matthew 21:11)
A MESSENGER OF GOD (i.e. one who is ‘sent by God’):

“Jesus answered them, ‘my teaching is not mineHmitvho sent me”. (John 7:16)

“... and whoever welcomes me, welcomes not metHaubne who sent me”. (Mark 9:37)

“... for I have not spoken on my own, but the fattvbo sent me has Himself given me a commandmemnitab
what to say and what to speak”. (John 12:49)

AIM OF HIS MISSION: He believed in the worship of God alone, and miadlee ultimate aim of all his
activities:

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve him onlyWlatthew 4:10)
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent me amal¢domplete His work”. (John 4:34)

“Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earthitas in heaven”. (Matthew 6:10)
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THE TEACHING OF JESUS (P.B.U.H):

Coming to the teachings in Christianity as deriftedn Jesus (p.b.u.h), we may confine our discusgaine
two basic and most significant issues: obeyinddlg and salvation.

(i) Concerning the Divine Law:

Jesus (p.b.u.h) laid emphasis on obeying the Dikawe and submitting to God’s commands — the sanmgth
that had been taught by Moses and other prophsdisrea

Jesus (p.b.u.h) himself obeyed the law and tautitere to uphold it. Consider his statement conthinethe
‘Sermon on the Mount’:

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the lawthe prophets; | have come not to abolish, bditilfd it”.
(Matthew 5:17)

He wanted the people to obey the Divine Law ratiian substituting man-made law, and to leave the
hypocrisy common to the Jewish leadership of his da

“You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he propheésibout you: These people honour me with their, ljps

their hearts are far from me. They worship me imytneir teachings are but rules taught by mekfatthew

15:7-9)

(i) Concerning Salvation:

Jesus (p.b.u.h) teaching regarding salvation wss rabt something different from that of earlier trets and
Messengers of God. He made it very clear that salvaés through keeping God’s commandments, follayvi
the teachings of Jesus (p.b.u.h), doing righte@esls, and repentance from sin.

“Why do you call me good? There is only one whogmod. If you wish to enter into life, keep the
commandments”. (Matthew 19:17)

“And this is life eternal, that they may know Ydhe only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You (save”.
(John 17:3)

“Very truly, | tell you, anyone who hears my wonddabelieves in Him who sent me has eternal lifel, does
not come under judgement, but has passed from teéfb”. John 5:24)

“For 1 tell you, unless your righteousness excdbds of the scribes and the Pharisees, you wilenewnter the
kingdom of heaven”. (Matthew 5:20)

“No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will perish as they did”. (Luke 13:3)

(B) THE PERSON OF PAUL AND HIS APOSTLESHIP:
Let us examine the profile of Paul, the authorarhe 14 out of the 27 books in the New Testament.

Paul was not one of the disciples chosen by Jgsbsu(h), nor did he ever meet Jesus (p.b.u.h)whe a
native of Tarsus (a city of modern day Turkey). Uigho a Jew by race and religion, he enjoyed thelpge of
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being a citizen of the Roman Empire. He had infageh connections with the ruling elite. He was an
intellectual, educated person with knowledge ofeBrgerature and non-Jewish culture.

Paul strongly opposed Jesus (p.b.u.h) during fesirie; he tortured and killed many of his followgActs
26:9-11, Galatians 1:13). He was present at theirggoof St. Stephen, the first Christian Martyr (&\@:58-
60). He made havoc of the church (Acts 8:3). Actcaydo his own report, he was travelling to Damastu
arrest the followers of Jesus (p.b.u.h), when hpee&nced a visionary encounter with Jesus (p.J.wimo, as
Paul claimed, commissioned him to be his apostle.

Paul did not learn his ‘Gospel’ from any of Jeddistiples or followers:

“l did not receive it from any man, nor was | taughrather, | received it by revelation from Jedhrist”.
(Galatians 1:12)

He always believed in the Jesus (p.b.u.h) of lsgri— the mystic Christ, and was not interestetthénperson
of Jesus (p.b.u.h) who lived among his people ardghed his Gospel:

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from e point of view, even though we once knew Christ
from a human point of view, we know him no longethat way”. (2 Corinthians 5:16)

Accordingly, Paul preached his own revealed versibChristianity that was fundamentally differemori

what Jesus (p.b.u.h) himself taught, and diffefeotn what Jesus’ chosen disciples believed. Heexelu

tremendous success among the Gentiles as he liseekals to win them:

“To the Jews | became a Jew, in order to win ¢wes] To those under the law | became as one uhddaiv

(though | myself am not under the law) so that glmiwin those under the law. To those outside &ve |l

became as one outside the law (though | am notffoee God’s law but | am under Christ’s law) sottha
might win those outside the law.” (1 Corinthian2®21)

Is it not strange that Paul portrays the law of tistic Christ and differing from God’s law?! Hentself
admits to using deceit:

“But if through my falsehood God’s truthfulness ahds to His glory, why am | still being condemnedaa
sinner? And why not say (as some people slandbey ssying that we say), ‘Let us do evil so thatdjotay
come?” (Romans 3:7-8)

He explained his position admitting that:

- He was not necessarily innocent:

“My conscience is clear, but that does not makeinmecent. It is the Lord who judges me”. (1 Coriatis
4:4)

- His teaching was of his own founding:

“What is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants througloathyou came to believe, as the Lord assigneddb.da
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth’'Corinthians 3:5-6)

“By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundaisran expert builder, and someone else is builoimi’.
(1 Corinthians 3:10)
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- At times he was not even divinely inspired ordga, but spoke on his own authority:
“But to the rest | say — | not the Lord ... (1 Guhians 7:12)

“What | am saying in regard to this boastful coefide, | am saying not with the Lord’s authorityt bs a
fool;” (2 Corinthians 11:17)

“Now concerning virgins, | have no command of thard, but | give my opinion as one who by the Lord’s
mercy is trustworthy”. (1 Corinthians 7:25)

- He preached the mysterious doctrine of Jesustrestion in this world as his own ‘gospel’:

“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, ddedefrom David. This is my gospel, for which | am
suffering even, to the point of being chained kkeriminal”. (2 Timothy 2:8-9)

For deviating from the original teachings of Jegoid.u.h), Paul was rebuked by James, the Heatheof t
Church in Jerusalem and younger brother of Jesbsu(p). James considered Paul no better thanemaele
and a polluted person and hence prescribed for tBagth and cleanse himself according to the Lawttg
21:22-24)

In process of making give-and-take adjustments with pagans, the Roman Sunday was ‘Christianized’ t
take the place of the Jewish Sabbath (Friday ragiitts Saturday nightfall), the traditional birthdaf the sun
god (28" December) came to be celebrated as the birthddgafs (p.b.u.h), and the pagan spring festival of
renewal (‘Easter’) was taken over as a celebratdfahe Christianized teaching of resurrection cfu¥eChrist.
Even the Indo-European concept of a triune god ima®rted; such a ‘trinity’ was, and remains, offeasto

the Hebrew/Semitic religious traditions.

PAUL’'S TEACHINGS:

i) Concerning the Law:

“But now we are discharged from the Law, dead &i thhich held us captive, so that we are slavesindéer
the old written code but in the new life of thergpi(Romans 7:6)

“For the law brings wrath; but where there is nw@,laeither there is violation”. (Romans 4:15)

“You who want to be justified by the law have couyself off from Christ; you have fallen away fragrace”.
(Galatians 5:4)

For Christ is the end of the Law for righteousriessveryone who believes”. (Romans 10:4)

“Therefore let us go on toward perfection, leaviianind the basic teaching about Christ, and nandpstgain
the foundation of repentance from dead works arfditsf towards God,” (Hebrew 6:1)

“Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until @hrcame, so that we might be justified by faitiut Blow
that faith has come, we are no longer subjectdis@plinarian”. (Galatians 3:24-25)

These statements imply that while the Law was bigain Jesus (p.b.u.h), it was not binding on Padltas
followers! Remember what Jesus (p.b.u.h) said, siras if he had anticipated Paul’'s position ofuefice:
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“For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pasgay, not one letter, not one stroke of a letteit,pass from
the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, wherebreaks one of the least of these commandmemts, a
teaches others to do the same, will be called leagte kingdom of heaven; but whoever does theoh an
teaches them will be called great in the kingdorhedven”. (Matthew 5:18-19).

i) Concerning Salvation:

Paul presented a very simplistic formula to at&zilvation, in sharp contrast to the teaching ofigég.b.u.h):
“That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is d’'oand believe in your heart that God raised hionfrthe
dead, you will be saved”. (Romans 10:9)

These two versions of the person of Christ andrtéssage (‘Gospel’) lead us to ask whether Pautdoave
better comprehended the meaning of the Gospellbsus (p.b.u.h) himself did?!

JESUS VERDICT

The question as to who is correct need not go wvenesl. Jesus (p.b.u.h) himself has provided us thith
solution to this question; after all, he was a foost Messenger of God; he in fact foretold sualasibns. The
solution is to be seen in these following statersient

a) Jesus (p.b.u.h) clearly stated:-

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slaweva the master”. (Matthew 10:24)

We can conclude, thus, that Paul had no authooitpuilify or supersede what was preached openly and
clearly, by Jesus (p.b.u.h) himself.

b) Jesus (p.b.u.h) did not teach anything in semrahything complicated. In his own words:

“I have spoken openly to the world; | have alwaygght in synagogues and in the temple, where allé&ws
come together. | have said nothing in secret”. i§Jt8t20)

The same openness of teaching is true of God’'squsvevelation:

“I am the Lord, and there is no other. | have nmiken in secret, from somewhere in a land of darie
(Isaiah 45:19)

So, Paul cannot be justified when he pushes asisles)p.b.u.h) own teachings and establishes plate a
contrasting theology of his own making, marketedarnthe name of ‘Christ’. Can we believe that:

- Jesus taught one thing to his chosen disciplesginis lifetime and something different to Paul
after leaving this world, rendering his messagemststent?

- Jesus’ (p.b.u.h) own preaching to the disciples usedess, and his mission in life was vain,
since something totally different was to be preddager by his ‘true’ followers?

c) In fact, in no uncertain terms did Jesus (ptt).anjoin on his followers ‘to do the works’ whitie himself
was doing.

“Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in mdl also do the works that | do ...” (John 14:12)
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In fact, Jesus regarded obedience to His commandgest of love for Him and as friendship with Him
“If you love me, you will obey what | command”ofin 14:15)

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he @rt@evho loves me”. (John 19:21)

“You are my friends if you do what | command yo(John 15:14)

Then how could the church accept it when Paul ebaduhimself from obeying Jesus’ (p.b.u.h) commands,
and taught others to do so?

d) Nothing could be clearer and befitting paralggarding these two versions of Christianity tharatlesus
(p.b.u.h) himself gave. Referring to those who oalhim as ‘Lord’, he said:

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord’, and do not do athl tell you? | will show you what someone is lik#o
comes to me; hear my words, and acts on them.drets like a man who dug deeply and laid the fatiod
on rock; when a flood arose, the river burst adgdinat house but could not shake it, because itlesh
founded upon the rock. But the one who hears aed dot act is like a man who built a house on toemd
without a foundation. When the river burst agaihgmmediately it fell, and great was the ruintbat house”.
(Luke 6:46-49)

This ‘foundation’ could be understood to mean thakamic faith of pure monotheism and the Divinel-a
the things that Jesus (p.b.u.h) was preachingfady when Jesus (p.b.u.h) taught his people, nepaced
himself to Abraham as an authentic spokesman ofs3ndssage. (John 8:31-59).

JESUS WARNING

Jesus (p.b.u.h) warned those ‘Christians’ who ddaltow him. Please listen to his warning carejull

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, willten into the kingdom of heaven, but only the on®whbes
the will of my father in heaven. On that day manif say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesyyour
name and cast out demons in your name, and do oeets of power in your name?’ Then | will declare t
them, ‘I never knew you, go away from me, you eaérs’.” (Matthew 7:21-23)

He also warned the people against any carelessdattiowards such important matters:

“But | will tell you that men have to give accouwm the day of Judgement for every careless wory tlage
spoken. For by your words you will be acquittedd dy your words you will be condemned”. (Matthew
12:36-37)

It is of the utmost importance to know which prefdf Jesus (p.b.u.h) is correct. A Christian mastéreful to

believe and teach others the correct ‘Gospel’;Ranl’s interpretation of ‘Christ’ be more accurtitan Jesus’
(p.b.u.h) own clear statements?
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CONCLUSION
1/ Islam and original Christianity are not diffetealigions in concept or in historical origin.

2/ ‘Islam’ is, in fact, a Biblical religion. Islaribeliefs and practices are fully evident in thel8;j both in the
Old Testament and in the New Testament.

3/ The message of Islam as brought by Mohammadu(h)bis the continuation and fulfilment of the sam
Abrahamic faith, which was taught by Isaac, Jaddbses, David, Jesus (p.b.u.t), and all the otheplpets.
All of them, as well as their followers, were ‘MUBIS’, in the truest sense of the word.

4/ Christianity as practiced today, is but an aghalted and deviated form of the revealed monotheisigion
‘ISLAM’. Muslims are true followers of the histoat Jesus Christ (p.b.u.h).
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THE HOLY PROPHET MOHAMMAD (P.B.U.H) IN THE HOLY BIB LE

Turning to the Bible, some may hasten to ask: lehaad the Bible several times, but never saw #men
Mohammad; what is the justification of the title ddlammad in the Bible’? Many Christian theologiaims! f
no difficulty in pointing out what they consider elear prophecies of the advent of Jesus. WhethkearOld
Testament does the name Jesus appear? Nowherehdihequestion is whether or not the profile of ttha
prophet” to come has materialized, and who fit$ ginafile?

There are several Old Testament prophecies whieh haen for a long time misinterpreted so as tdyajop
Jesus, which in fact refer to Prophet Mohammad hh The profile of Prophet Mohammad (p.b.u.hywa
clear to many Jews and Christians among his cordearips that many of them accepted him (Mohammad
p.b.u.h) as the fulfilment of numerous Biblical phecies.

One such prophecy is in the Book of Deuteronomyereim Prophet Moses was quoted saying:

“And the Lord said to me, ‘They have well spokeatttvhich they have spoken. | will raise them up@pBRet
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and wilt my words in his mouth; and he shall speak timmn
all that I shall command him”. (Deuteronomy 18:18)-1

Three important elements are included in this peagh

1) A prophet will come from among the ‘brethren’tbk Israelites.

i) This prophet will be ‘like unto Moses’.

iii) God will put his words in the mouth of thisqphet.

Let us look closely at each of these elements:-

1/ A Prophet from among the ‘brethren’ of the Isradites:

These words were spoken addressed to the Isradlltesmost notable ‘brethren’ of Israelites (deskeans of
Abraham through his second son Isaac), are theelge®sm (descendants of Abraham through his first so
Ismael). Obviously, the ‘brethren’ of a nation cahbe a tribe or a family of the nation itself, arother
nation related to it racially. The Bible also raféo the Israelites as the brethren of the Isneze(#.g., Genesis
25:18)

2/ A Prophet like unto Moses:

It is sometimes contended that the ‘prophet likéoudoses’ was Jesus. After all both were Israeldaed
spiritual teachers. Was this prophecy really alestus?

To start off, Jesus himself was an Israelite, nothe ‘brethren’ of the lIsraelite, which shows trtats
particular prophecy is not about the coming of ddsut about another prophet ‘like unto Moses’. Tgraphet
could have been none but Holy Prophet Mohammadu()

Following is a comparison between a few crucialrabeeristics of Moses, Mohammad and Jesus (p.tk-t.
which may clarify the identity of “that Prophet” whvas to come after Moses:
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Area of comparison Moses Mohammad Jesus
1/ Birth Usual Usual Unusual
2/ Death Usual Usual Unusual
3/ Family Life Married & Children Married & Children No Marriage
4/ Career Prophet & Statesman Prophet & Statesman Prophet onl
5/ Forced Emigration To Median To Medina None involving his

followers
6/ Encounter with enemies | Hot pursuit Hot pursuit No similar encounter
(Military)
7/ Results of encounter Moral, Physical & Moral, Physical & Moral Victory
Victory Victory

8/ Writing down of In his life time In his life time After him
revelation
9/ Nature of teachings Spiritual, legal Spiritual, legal Mainly Spiritual
10/ Acceptance of leadership Rejected, then accepted Rejected, then accepted ectBejby most
(by his people) Israelites.

The table shows that not only were Moses and Mohaainfp.b.u.t) very much alike in many respects st
that Jesus does not fit this particular prophecy.

3/ God will put His words in the mouth of that Prophet:

Generally speaking, this description may apply by &essenger of God who is communicating God’s
message to mankind. While that message may cofiveriiten tablets” as is believed to have been thsecof
Moses, the specific wording of the above verse 8val description of the type of revelation reaeivby
Mohammad (p.b.u.h). Angel Gabriel used to come dinthte to him specific portions of the Quran which
were then repeated by Prophet Mohammad (p.b.udctlgxas he had heard them.

Mohammad’s own thinking or authorship was not ireol in any way in what he uttered. The words of God
(the Quran) were “put into his mouth”. As the Quitelf described: “He (Mohammad) does not speaki®f
own desire, it is no less than a revelation semtrdto him”. (The Quran Ch.53: 4-5). Numerous passag
the Quran command Mohammad (p.b.u.h) in such tasnSsay’, ‘remind’, ‘inform’; other passages staith
such expressions as: ‘and your Lord said’, stilbiher passages it reads: ‘and they ask you (O Mafed) ...
say ...

In the Book of Genesis we read that after the fttsmael and before the birth of Issac, God mageomise
to Abraham to bless his descendants:

“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, ahdu shall be a father of many nations.” (Genesig)17
“And also of the son of the bondwoman will | makeadion, because he is thy seed”. (Genesis 21:13)
Fulfilment of God’s promise through the Israeliteuch of Abraham is clearly and abundantly arti@dan
the Bible. How was that promise fulfilled throudhetismaelite of the Abrahamic family tree? Aftesule

(p.b.u.h), the last Israelite messenger and prophetas time that God’s promise to bless Ismael his
descendants be fulfilled. Less than 600 years afesus, came the last law-bearing Messenger of God,
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Muhammad (p.b.u.h), from the progeny of Abrahanoulgh Ismael, whose followers constitute one-fifth o
the total world population in all corners of thetha

A most revealing profile is found in the Book o&iah, chapter 42, which relates to Kedar, son gk, and
no other descendant of Ismael fits these descniptimt Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h):

(1) “Behold My servant, whom | uphold; mine electwhom My soul delighteth; | have put My spirppan
him; ..."(Isaiah 42:1) — [also called “My Messengerverse 19].

Surely all prophets were indeed servants, messergat elects of God. Yet no prophet in history 8s a
universally called by these specific titleAb@duhu, Rasooluhuand Mustafa respectively in Arabic) as is
Muhammad (p.b.u.h). The very testimony of faithvdyich a person enters into the fold of Islam reédsear
witness that there is no deity but Allah and | bedtness that Muhammad (p.b.u.h) is His Servant and
Messenger”. Virtually the same is repeated by Muslfive times a day during the call to prayerse fiimes
immediately before the beginning of prayers andimmirm nine times a day during the mandatory praygms.
most common title of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.hgesinis mission began until today is “Rassool Alléie
Messenger of Allah). The Quran gives him this title

(2) “He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till has set judgement in the earth ... (Isaiah 42:4)1e shall
prevail against his enemies. (Isaiah 42:13) .shadl bring forth judgement to the gentiles”. (&ak2:1)

In comparing the lives and mission of Jesus andavtuhad (p.b.u.t), we find Jesus expressing on ninae t
one occasion how disappointed he was in the Iseaéliejection of him; Nor did Jesus live long egbuo
prevail over his enemies (beyond a moral victoryich is a common feature for all prophets).

On the other hand, in case of Prophet Muhammadu(p)owe find no trace of discouragement even @& th
most critical moments of his mission. After thetdntstruggle he ‘prevailed against his enemiedgl#ished a
strong community of believers who indeed ‘brougialgement to the gentiles’.

(3) “He shall not cry, not lift up, nor cause k@ce to be heard in the street”. (Isaiah 42:2)

Not only was this his distinct characteristic andrknof decency, it was indeed the embodiment of the
revelation given to mg¢:Be modest in thy bearing and subdue thy voice”] (The Quran 31:19)]

(4) “... and the isles shall wait for his lawfs&iah 42:4)

The only prophet who came after this prophecy wittomplete and comprehensive code of law was Ptophe
Muhammad (p.b.u.h). The law revealed to him spiieaal relatively short span of time to all cornefstize
earth.

(5) “To open the blind eyes, to bring on the pnisis from the prison, and them that sit in darkmedgsof the
prison house”. (Isaiah 42:7)

People who lived in the darkness of an unholyddene to the light of truth completely through thisgion of
Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h). Many of those who wmposed to the truth and bitterly fought with him
ended up among the most devout believers. Themndbéss to truth was cured. God addresses Prophet
Muhammad (p.b.u.h) describing the Qurah:book which We revealed unto you, in order that yu may

lead mankind out of the depths of darkness unto ligf ...” (The Quran 14:1)

(6) “l'am the Lord; that is my name; and my gleml | not give to another; ...” (Isaiah 42:8)

26



The greatest glory a person receives from God Isetentrusted as His Messenger to mankind andceves

His glorious revelation. Not only did this apply Rsophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h), but it is uniquelylippto

him as the ‘seal’ of all prophets as describedhm Quran (33:60). It is already more than 1500 s/saice
Muhammad (p.b.u.h) was sent and the Quran wasasdgnhim, yet there has been no genuine proph#tef
magnitude and influence on humanity to be compavéd such figures as Abraham, Moses, Jesus and
Muhammad (p.b.u.t). Nor do we find any holy boolofg) after the Quran that has influenced mankanat]
continues to hold influence, to such a degree.

(7) “Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his pr&ism the end of the earth ...” (Isaiah 42:10)

A new song may be a reference to a new scriptugelamguage other than the language of Israelitptaces.
This seems in consistence with a mention of ‘anaitregue will he speak’ in Isaiah 28:11. The prat&od
is chanted in Arabic five times daily from the miets of millions of mosques around the world (frtiva ends
of the earth).

(8) “Let the wilderness and the cities theredf lip their voice, the village that Kedar doth inibaket the
inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout fréva top of the mountains”. (Isaiah 42:11).

Kedar was the second son of Ismaél (Genesis 24T18). well-known prophet who came from Ismaél's
descendants is Muhammad (p.b.u.h). His enemies, wdme@ misled by their leaders or mighty men (as
described in Isaiah 21:17) ultimately embracednslindeed they had reason to ‘lift up their voide’,'sing’
praise of God, and ‘shout from the top of the mawn#. This is possibly a reference to the shoutihtHere |
come. Verily Yours is the praise, the blessings sowkereignty ...” that is chanted annually from fatanear
Mecca by multitudes of Muslims from all over thenoas part of the annual rites of the Hajj pilgaige.
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MOHAMMAD — PROPHESIED BY JESUS (PEACE BE UPON THEM)

There are an amazing number of things which thes@m reader of the New Testament misses evehen t
most thorough reading, because his frame of refereand his scrutiny are controlled by official attur
dogma. In general, the Christian interpretatiorspnés a puzzle with major parts missing, and tipasts can

be supplied only by Islam. The Christian sees tit@deBas an end in itself, whereas in reality itigt an
indicator pointing the way to something else whigds then yet to come. Until this event occurred, Bible
was an incomplete, unfulfilled Book, and many af rofound prophecies could not be grasped coniplete
Christian theologians and scholars, eager to inspthsir followers, often erred in assigning prematu
“fulfilments” to those foregleams of the future. A the prophecies actually came true these errgneou
conjectures had assumed the status of dogma, mgjr@hristians to the fruition of their own beliefs.

An exceptional example of the dangers of such haseypretation is the standard Christian exegesi®ohn
(14:16-17) and John (16: 7-14). Giving Christialmdars the benefit of doubt, we will assume tha th
accepted Greek text records in general the acayahgs of Jesus, peace be upon him. In these velssss
highlights the brevity of his own mission, showiitg) intermediate status as a link between the poplpast
and prophetic future. It is significant that Jeswever called himself the last prophet, or even wesgsal
prophet, though Christians later came to considaras both. On the contrary, here, when read cilyefuth
regard to the Greek text rather than the creedbeoEstablishment Churches, Jesus points spebyficathe
coming of another prophet after him who would:

1/ be eminently truthful and trustworthy,
2/ teach only what God revealed, and
3/ honour Jesus by carrying the prophetic missiotoats logical conclusion.

A characteristic of what is termed Biblical propies that it merely gives outlines which becomefgetty
distinct only upon the unfolding of reality. Thuse have no instance here of Jesus saying, in thealun
fashion of the Italian “Gospel of Barnabas”, ‘aftere there shall come the last law-bearing prophet,
Muhammad bin Abdullah’. But Biblical prophecy dokave certain safeguards which make the intended
interpretation sure beyond all doubt. The New Trestat records Jesus as saying: “Let not your heart b
troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in mé go to prepare a place for you ... and | willythe father,
and he shall give you another comforter (Greek kpeedos), that he may abide with you forever: ettan
spirit of truth”. (John 14:1,16,17).

Jesus says that the prophet who would come aftemituld be a true messenger commissioned by God who
like Jesus, would possess a heavenly Revelation Bod, teaching not words of his own compositiom, b
whatever God gave him to speak.

“But when he, the spirit of truth, is come, he vgllide you in all truth: for he shall not speakhahself; but
whatsoever he shall hear (from God) that shallgeak: and he will show you things to come. He stlalfify
me: for he shall receive of mine and shall shovowyatu”. (John 16:13,14)

Thus, additionally, this coming prophet would npums the mission of Jesus, but would recognizend a
actually “glorify” Jesus by removing from assoadatiwith him all the false doctrines with which othe
surrounded the name. Unlike the Jesus in gendialptophet would not belie the mission of Jesus,thke
the prophetic mission on to its conclusion. Now,owkiould this be? Jesus calls him the “Paracleteé W
cannot discount the opinion that what Jesus raalig, in his own language of Aramaic, was nearenéaning
to the similar Greek word “Periclyte”, “The Prais@e”, and that ‘John’ — an unknown writer in tleeend
century of the Christian era — picked up “Paratleteerror. However, until positive textual evidengs
available, we shall continue to give the benefithaf doubt, because even in its admittedly defeatondition,
the light of truth shines forth in it with startitgilliance.
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For centuries, based on the king James’ versiomstéhdom has translated “Paraclete” as “the Caowfor
though that is not precisely what “Paraclete” me&ven so, “Comforter” would be an acceptable fitlethe
one who is the Mercy of all creatures. What “Pat&l means, though, is an “advocate”, one who gl¢hd
cause of another, one who counsels or adviseswbneé points to one who would be an advocate for and
counsellor to mankind, who, as the Quran puts dul be‘harisun alaikum, ‘solicitous for your welfare’.
(Likewise, in English “solicitor” is synonymous \it'advocate” in the legal sense). Another indicatichich
acts as a safeguard for the true meaning of thessey is that the “Paraclete” is also given the tBpirit of
Truth” (Greek to pneuma tees aleetheais). Thidearovhen one realizes that in the New Testameaeksr
pneuma can mean “possessor of a spiritual commiionéai.e., an inspired person, as well as a ‘iSpper se

(A Greek - English Lexicon to the New Testament,abReverend). Thus, to pneuma tees aleetheais, the
inspired truthful one”, means that the “Paracletajuld be so truthful and trustworthy in discharginig
responsibilities to the Divine Revelation that “theuthful” or “the Trustworthy” would be titles fdnim. The
Greek aleetheais corresponds exactly with the Ar&dbnin’ and‘Al Amin’, ‘the Trustworthy’, which was an
early title of Mohammad (p.b.u.h).

Some hasty editor was not satisfied with the exgioes*Spirit of Truth”, or did not understand ihdhassumed
that this must be the same as the “Holy Spirit’e TWords at John (14:26) which identify the “Part€las the
Holy Spirit are the result of this.

Such words are found nowhere else and are obvioaslyaddition to the text. Yet, this premature
interpretation, unsound textually, is the one galheracceptable by the church for explaining whe th
“Paraclete” is! But Jesus has spoken of someone wudndd dwell physically with mankind, advising and
counselling them, in effect, “pleading their caseth God and showing them the sure way of retumn, b
adherence to the truth, to the Divine Judge. Hensasomeone who was already present, but somesirte y
come. As for the Holy Spirit, the angel of revedati his presence was already manifest. David kriaw énd
asked God, “take not Thy Holy Spirit from me”. (fP8a 51:11). The holy spirit was present alreadyrduthe
ministry of Jesus, a fact which the New Testamahknawledges abundantly (Matthew 3:16,17; 12:27-33,
etc.). It would have been ridiculous and redundanflesus to speak of the future coming (‘He shallgive

you ...") of what presently existed.

Jesus pointed to a fundamental distinction betwbkerfParaclete” and all other prophets: “that hey rmbide

with you forever”. This is the same as saying: ‘tfast law-bearing Prophet whose mission has perntane
voiding the need of any additional prophets’. laiplEnglish, Jesus is saying: ‘Look, | must go asagn, my

mission among you having been completed. But | ask our Lord to send for all of you another collose

the Prophet who will stand as your guide until¢ne of time’.

To prove conclusively that “John” understood theardlete” to be a flesh and blood person, not a
disembodied spirit attributed to him Jbhn 2: 1) he used the same term with referendedos: “We have an
advocate (Greek parakleetos, the same word rend€wedforter’ earlier) with the father, Jesus Chrilse
righteous”. Jesus, as God’s messenger, was coadiderbe a “Paraclete”; the term was thus not wstded

by early Christians to mean someone supernatuba.fact is that “Paraclete” or “Counsellor” or “Aatate”
refers to a human being, an inspired person — wikieHegitimate meaning of pneuma — and not ‘Ser se.

In practical terms, the meaning of “Paraclete” éanmy synonymous with “Prophet”, with emphasis be t
teaching and counselling aspects of prophethoodlefius said ‘another Paraclete’ at John (14:1@), th
significance is ‘another Prophet’, outstanding fiis teaching and counselling’. Furthermore, Jesiaifips
this “Paraclete” by terming him the one to ‘abiddar ever’, the last or permanent one.

There is yet another possibility for the seriousesrcher. There are numerous instances in thenhisfo
biblical/textual transmission wherein words haverbe@dded inadvertently to the Hebrew and Greelsiext
likewise, there are instances wherein words, indeechplete sentences, have been omitted inadvigrfenin
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those texts by copyists, especially where therkeibé the omitted word were similar to another wardich
preceded or followed it. In the ancient texts, lgiters were all run together, without spacingttst Jesus’
words at John (14:16) would have looked like thithie Greek text:

KAIEGOEROOTEESOOTONPATERAKAIALLONPARAKLEETONDOOSEIMIN.
Later, words were spaced so that we have:

KAI EGO EROOTEESOO TON PATERA KAI ALLON PARAKLEETONDOOSEI UMIN.
(And I will ask father, and he will give you anotharaclete).

The point is that the received Greek text’'s ‘PagtImay not be a corruption of ‘Periclyte’. Thegimal text
might well have contained both words, but one bexamitted in later copying because of being soecias
position and in spelling to the other. Only furtliesearch can resolve the matter, but it is quotesible that
what Jesus said originally was along these lines:

“I will request our Lord, and He will send you ahet Counsellor, the Praised One, who will be peengaifor
you until the end of time”.

This is not entirely hypothetical; it has actudhlgppened with other words and sentences of thekGiee
Testament.

Nevertheless, there is no one else in all histbat John (14:16) et seq. could refer to but Mohathima
Abdullah (p.b.u.h). Christians admit that thesesesrdo not refer to Jesus himself, and the prematur
identification of the ‘Paraclete’ with the Holy 3piis untenable in view of other verses of thelBild~urther,

no one else has come as a prophet giving due reiwogto the mission of Jesus [“He shall glorify Mer he

shall receive of Mine ...” (John 16:14)]. No onse=has led mankind into ‘all truth’ (John 16:13nlYDone

man has received God’s Revelation since the timdesiis, and only one man stands as Counsellor and
Advocate (“Paraclete”) for mankind for all the agescome, praised (“Periclyte”) by God and some0Q@,0
millions of human family.

« Zaalika min ambaaa-il gaybi nuuhihii ilayk »
(This is of the tidings of the unseen, which We real to thee)
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