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(Summary of Sermon) 

 
After greeting all his disciples (and all Muslims) worldwide with the greeting of peace Hadhrat 
Khalifatullah (atba) read the Tashahhud, Ta’uz, Surah Al Fatiha, and then he delivered his sermon on 
the subject of “Time, Islam & Cleanliness”: 
 
Certainly, time is the most valuable factor of our global temporal life, as it represents to each of us 
a treasure bestowed by Allah (swt). Indeed, there is no day that starts without it saying: “Oh son of 
Adam, I am a new creation, I am a witness to your actions, use me because I will never come back 
until the Day of Resurrection.” 
 
In other words, time, in a clearer term is the days that we live everyday in this world. Allah (swt) 
has given it to us so that we can discharge the heavy burdens/ duties and responsibilities that He 
has imposed upon us. We must accomplish the tasks which are meant for us so as to be victorious 
in this world as well as in the hereafter. 
 
To make the most of our time, we must know that there are five types of days: The day which is 
lost, the witnessing day, the promised day, the forthcoming day/ Hour, and the extended day. The 
first is a day which passes without (the person deriving) any benefit. The second is the most 
grievous of all. It is a day when the servant has wronged him and reaped that which is bad 
accordingly. The third day is the final day, the day of account which he shall meet at his death. The 
fourth is the Day of Resurrection. And the time lapse between past days is called the extended day. 
A further consideration of these days will help the believer to understand in any depth the value of 
time. 
 
A sane person shall never lose time or knowingly/ consciously waste it. Indeed, how can he do it 
when Allah (swt) has sworn by time? 
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“By time! Verily, man is in loss, except those who believe and do good works, exhort one another 
to truth and exhort one another to patience.” (Al-Asr 103: 2-4) 
 
Every believer must know that every day of his life that passes, he will never witness it again except 
on the Day of Resurrection. 
 
Time seems to become shorter by the day, but despite this, people “have time” to lose time or, as 
the expression says “to kill time” without realizing its severity. Many people spend hours and hours 
watching TV, others in front of their computers or game consoles or even their mobile phones. 
There are also those who sit in the streets, in the shops, or tobacco shops for hours and hours 
watching the passersby. Some even spend their time meddling in other’s private lives (private 
matters), while others lose their time and money in gambling houses – playing pool, foosball and 
also in casinos. Are these people aware of the seriousness of their actions? Do they not realize that 
one day they will be summoned for the final judgement and they will have to answer questions 
such as: “How did you spend your youth?”, “What did you do of your knowledge/ intellect?”, 
“Where did you acquire wealth?”, and “How did you spend it?” and finally, “How did you use your 
body?” So what shall then be their answers? 
 
So, we must all reflect together on these few words: “Man is here on earth for a few days. When 
one day passes, a part of us also goes away!” 
 
And finally, I also wanted to say a few words about Islam and the protection of the environment. 
 
Cleanliness is not a secondary issue. Islam has placed much importance on cleanliness as it is 
considered an integral part of our faith. The Holy Prophet (pbuh) said: “Purification is half of faith.” 
(Muslim). 
 
It is also said in the Quran: “Allah does not intend to make difficulty for you; He only wants to 
purify you and complete His favour upon you, that you may be grateful.” (Al-Maida 5: 7). 
 
And it also mentions that “Allah loves those who repent and who purify themselves.” (Al-Baqara 
2: 223). 
 
However, cleanliness applies not only to the body but it also relates to our environment. The Holy 
Prophet (pbuh) challenges us: “Keep clean the area in front of your house so as not to offend 
passersby.” 
 
Then we understand how important it is to properly maintain one’s interior, not only that, but also 
to respect the environment in which we live, that is to say, our neighbourhood, our city and above 
all, nature. This is an order of our beloved Prophet (pbuh). Therefore, as Muslims, we must comply 
to this instruction if we do not want to incur the wrath of Allah (swt) upon us. Also, do not forget 
that our behaviour is a reflection of Islam. Others judge our religion through our behaviour. Some 
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believe that a well-kept house is a waste of time and is quite unimportant in the eyes of Allah (swt). 
Now we have just pointed out that it is not. 
 
The environment is a vital factor for both man and the other living beings. The Most High says: “He 
brought you into being from the earth, and made you dwell in it.” (Hud 11: 62). 
 
Allah (swt) created the heavens and the earth so that they function spontaneously to “make life 
easier” for man. He says: “It is He who made for you the earth a bedding, and the sky a canopy; 
and sent down rain from the sky and brought forth therewith every kind of fruit to feed you. So 
do not set up equals to Allah while you know.” (Al-Baqarah 2: 23). 
 
The Holy Prophet (pbuh) insisted that the streets be kept clean and free of debris, stones and 
anything that can impede the passage. Whenever the road was crowded with such things, he used 
to remove them, and say: “When you remove a harmful object from the road, you are indeed doing 
charity.” (Bukhari). 
 
He was anxious that water intended for human consumption be kept clear and clean. For example, 
he forbade throwing anything in a water tank, or that the water be used in such a way that it may 
be rendered impure. (Bukhari & Muslim). 
 
Islam has preserved the environment by prohibiting anyone (especially the believer) from harming 
it and ordering him to protect it. The Holy Prophet (pbuh) said: “Any Muslim who plants a tree or 
cultivate land and a bird or a man or a beast eats out of them, it is then considered a charity on his 
behalf.” (Bukhari & Muslim). 
 
Today, we sometimes forget that being a Muslim is not limited only to our daily worship but that 
Islam has various extensions that should be part of our lives. How many Muslims actually 
undertake means and ways to prevent pollution and to protect the environment from harm? It is 
other people who are involved in this very Islamic field. And if we still doubt the vital importance of 
cleanliness in every sense, how is it that non-Muslims recognize its value (more than us)? If Islam 
exhorts us in this direction, we should be a thousand times more focus on the issue for (compared 
to us) these people have not received any orders from their Lord, but yet apply them (in their 
lives). 
 
If Allah (swt) has created the universe and has printed upon it its beauty, then it is for the human 
being to honour this beauty through the purification of his environment and fighting against 
pollution. May Allah help us all to apply ourselves in this area and to please Him by keeping 
ourselves and our own environment clean in order to give the best example to the rest of 
humanity. Insha-Allah, Ameen. 


